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Grand Admiral Mustafa Pasha. With these two high officers
the Sultan was on the most intimate terms; he would often
invite them to special entertainments at his palaces, and
would even at times honour the Vezfr by accepting his
hospitality in return. It was a careless pleasure-loving age
when the great world of Constantinople had no thought but
to enjoy life to the uttermost, when morals were naturally
far from rigid and many things were done openly which in
former times would have been discreetly veiled. The love
of pomp and show which seized upon the court found ex-
pression not alone in the many pleasure gardens and palaces
which sprang up on every side, but in the magnificent
pageants that were organised on all available occasions. The
historian Rashid and the poet Seyyid Vehbf give glowing
accounts of the brilliant processions and countless entertain-
ments when princesses were married or princes circumcised;
while some idea of the sumptuous decoration of the apart-
ments and the costly magnificence of the dresses of the great
ladies may be gathered from the letters of the English "am-
bassadress" Lady Mary Wortley Montague, who visited Turkey
during this reign, and who was happily a careful observer
and a faithful recorder of what she saw. Sacd-abad on the
Sweet Waters of Europe, where a fair palace was now built,
became the favourite resort of the pleasure-seeking Constan-
tinopolitans, and is henceforward to the Ottoman poets what
the fields of Musalla and the banks of the Ruknabad were
to Hafiz of Shfraz. Illuminations and tulip-fetes, garden-parties
and banquets, excursions and pageants, followed one another
in endless succession, until at length the people grew weary
of the extravagance and carelessness of a government whose
chiefs thought of nothing beyond their own enjoyment. And
so it came about that in the autumn of 1730 the janissaries
mutinied, dragged the Grand Admiral from his garden on